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7 LT SCHTANIS THE HATION.. I. v
¢ OF TEE UEITED STATES WIVHIK YUE UEAKING O THE COPIONAGE ACT 80 (i
Ed 9, 9.C.. 38 AND 92, AF AMFEDED. TC TRANSHISGION O F1G REVELATICH | %
iy OF i7H CONYENYS it ANY 8AWLEYX 7O AN ONAUTJORIZED PERDON IS PRO- ;

&'_PRO BECYION OF THI3 FORY 13 FWEIBITED

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED"INFORMATION
R 50X1-HUM

1.

An atrosphere of goneral disillusismment and despair is reigning among the
senior officials of the DDR Ministiy of Foreign Trade as a result of the
manner in vhich trade agregms snte usre signed with Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Bulgaria, and ngaryqduring June 1950. They feel that uhe vhole initiative
for signing trade agréoments has bren taken over by the SED by vhon they have
not boen consulted a2t any stage.

In the eass of the agreement with Foland, vhich was announced on 8 July,
none of the hoads of the MIAM vwere even informed that the lMinistor, Georg
Handke, had left for Yarsaw. The agreenent cigned by Ganter-Gilmans with
Bulgaria (announced in the Borlin-licensed press on 20 June) was drawm up
wdthout reference to the reguivemcrts of the DDR. Not a single responsible
MIAN official was aware of the terns of the aproement until 1t was signed.
In disgust, lakower, head of the Trade Policy Office (fandelapolitische
Abteilunrg), feisned illness for three days.

On 28 June, the ITIA proposals for a trade agroement with Rumania wore, how-

aver, handed %o Ulbricht. The IMIA! negotiations had previously twice roached

a coddlook vwith Rumsnia, but it was anticlp:\tod that a "blind" agreencnt would
novortheless be reached, 50X1-HUM

ba

Corment: Tho following additiomal oboervations on the nepotiations

with the Peles may be of interost. Thcy‘ weres50X1-HUM
mde after the press announcencut of the cuccessiul regotiations on trade

and paynent.s bet-men the two countrios: All thoe officials of "IANl were taken
coripletoly by surprise. It was generally felt that an agreement signed under

thase clrcumstances could have only disadvantageous results for the Last Gyr—

man Republic, and that, for cummple, Poland would unload its unusable rolling

mill products in roturn for valuable chemicals and optical instruments.
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The same re!;nrka.probably apply to the Sash German Tepublic/Bulmarian trade

agrgs—;m;n‘o s the signature of vhich was annou U3SR~licensed rress

glilaléritjn;;ﬁ o ¢ . the nerotintions with
raria een wenporarily cshelved in favor of the nr rsains

& trade anrecmsnt with Rumania, r rore pressing nesd for
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